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Introduction

Dear Teachers,

The Children’s Education Program is thrilled to present the two-time Latin
GRAMMY nominated music group, Mariachi Herencia de México at Bass
Performance Hall for the third time. The historic tradition of mariachi music finds
its roots of origin in cities such as Guadalajara and Mexico City. Mariachi
Herencia de México was created in Chicago and pushes the boundaries of
traditional mariachi music. Bringing the past and pride of Latin music to new
heights! The band is composed of 14 musicians, ages 18-32, representing a
young and new bicultural generation of musicians who weave history with
performance and culture in this energetic show.

We are excited for your students to feel the power, legacy, and passion behind
the high-energy performance of Mariachi Herencia de México as they present an
unforgettable experience of Mexican music and culture.

Children's Education Program
Performing Arts Fort Worth
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Overview
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LA NUEVA GENERACION: SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

2x Latin GRAMMY-nominated Mariachi Herencia de México performs a 60-minute student show tailored
to K-12 schools. La Nueva Generacion is a lively concert experience that takes students on a musical
journey through México, highlighting the importance of this rich, cultural tradition in music today.

ABOUT MARIACHI HERENCIA DE MEXICO

The historic tradition of mariachi music has its roots of origin in cities such as Guadalajara and Mexico
City. As the ever-evolving genre’s influence spread, it reached Chicago and birthed Mariachi Herencia de
México. The 2x Latin GRAMMY-nominated band has issued five chart-topping albums and has
performed all across the North American continent paving the way for a new generation of mariachi
musicians. Nuestra Herencia, their debut album, topped the Latin streaming charts and earned the band
their first Latin GRAMMY nomination for Best Ranchero/Mariachi Album. 2018’s Herencia de la Tierra
Mia and the two-volume series, Esencia and Esencia, Vol. 2 issued in 2019 and 2020, respectively,
charted atop all major streaming platforms and industry charts. In 2022, Herederos appeared as the band
were performing a wildly successful North American tour. Herederos received a 2023 Latin GRAMMY
nomination for Best Ranchero/Mariachi Alboum. The young, virtuosic band is composed of 14 musicians,
ages 18-32, representing a new bicultural generation in the U.S.

HOW IT BEGAN

The unlikely story started with an idea that came to Chicago resident César Maldonado. A product of
Chicago Public Schools (CPS), Mr. Maldonado founded the Mariachi Heritage Foundation (MHF) in 2013
with the goal of promoting mariachi music to new generations. In 2016, MHF began an all-city, audition-
based music program for CPS students to receive advanced mariachi training. The most advanced
students from the program were placed in an elite ensemble that later became Mariachi Herencia de
México. The band recorded their first studio album in 2017 titled Nuestra Herencia, which later received a
Latin GRAMMY nomination for Best Ranchero/Mariachi Album. Since then, Mariachi Herencia de México
has released five studio albums and has toured all over North America. The band members are former
CPS students, now attending college and thriving as professional mariachi artists.
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About Mariachi

Mariachi music is meant to move you! It's all about expressing emotion and connecting with the listener.
Joy, sorrow, pride, passion, loneliness, romance, and drama— every feeling lives in the heart of mariachi.

DEFINING MARIACHI
Since the days of the Chicano Movement beginning in the 1960s, mariachi has become a movement of its
own throughout the U.S., attracting millions of fans and music makers across the country.

THE HISTORY OF MARIACHI

Mariachi music originated in the 1850s in the ranches and small towns of western Mexico, especially in the
states of Jalisco, Michoacan, Nayarit, Colima, and Aguascalientes. Following the Spanish invasion of
Mexico, traditional instruments were gradually replaced by those introduced by the colonizers, such as
violins, guitars, and harps, along with brass and woodwind instruments. The Indian and mestizo (of mixed
race) musicians not only adapted to these European instruments but also innovated by crafting their own,
often altering their shapes and tunings to create a distinctive style. Although mariachi has deep historical
roots, there are very few well-known musicians from its early history, as the genre primarily represented the
music of rural communities. It wasn’t until the early 1930s that mariachi groups began to gain recognition
beyond their local areas.

MARIACHI MUSIC IN THE UNITED STATES (AND BEYOND)

As mariachi music spread beyond Mexico, the influence of Spanish-derived instruments continued to shape
its distinctive sound. Mexican musicians developed unique instruments, such as the vihuela mexicana and
the guitarron, which became fundamental to the mariachi ensemble. Today, mariachi music thrives in the
United States, where it is performed in various settings, from major concert halls to intimate gatherings like
birthday parties, wedding receptions, and restaurants. This vibrant tradition continues to celebrate Mexican
heritage while reaching new audiences and adapting to diverse cultural contexts.

PRESERVING HERITAGE

According to the U.S. Census, there are over 54 million Latinos in the U.S. today and Latinos represent
nearly a third of Chicago’s total population of 2.7 million residents. Maldonado hopes that through the
integration of mariachi into the schools’ curriculums, it will help students form a deeper connection to their
roots and nurture a positive sense of pride and self-esteem. The preservation of cultural traditions through
the arts is critical both for Latino students and those who want to learn more about the traditions of their
neighbors and friends.
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Mariachi Instruments

Guitarron Vihuela Guitar

The guitar plays a crucial role in

A deep-voiced guitar known  The high-pitched, round- creating the dynamic sound that

as the guitarron serves as Siiikee;: i%ug:sr eknrlzvlv?oas the lies at the heart of mariachi
the bass of the gnsemble. o . music. Its percussive strumming
Although these instruments mariachi music. When

and bright tones add energy,
while its ability to play both
chords and single-note melodies
allows for a range of musical
expression.

Harp Violin 7 Trumpet
- . . -

have European origins, they strummed in the traditional

are distinctly Mexican in their ~ manner, it imparts a rhythmic

current form. vitality that defines the
mariachi sound.

TN

The harp in mariachi The violin is one of the oldest The trumpet is a brass

music adds a rich and stringed instruments, with instrument that is essential to
complex layer of sound to origins from medieval Europe. In mariachi music. Its bright

the ensemble, with its mariachi music, the violin and piercing sound adds a
delicate and airy qualities contributes to the genre’s rich lively and upbeat feel and
complementing the sound, weaving beautiful often plays the lead melody
strong, rhythmic melodies that complement the in mariachi songs.
strumming of the guitar. other instruments and evoke

deep emotion in listeners.
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After the Performance

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND DISCUSS AS A
CLASS OR IN SMALL GROUPS HEREDEROS

- » ‘ - r L
@ F9 e e
f % i

e

1. Which song was your favorite and why?
Do you remember any of the rhythms that were played during the
show? Can you recreate them?
3. Do you remember the different instruments used? How did each
instrument sound? How did their unique sounds contribute to the
overall feeling of the piece?
What did you notice about the clothing worn by the performers?
Did the performance remind you of anything you have seen,
heard, or experienced before? If so, how?
6. The mariachi performance was bilingual, as some of it was
presented in English and some of it in Spanish. Do you or
someone in your family speak more than one language?

o &

CREATE AN ALBUM COVER

Ask students to imagine that Mariachi Herencia de México wants to |
invite them to help design their next album cover. To start, ask studentg
to consider what elements are featured and what choices were made
in the covers of their last three albums.

Share the Design Criteria: The band wants the new album cover to
celebrate the music and culture of mariachi and Mexican American
identity. Ask students to identify several important ideas and images
that come to mind when they think about the concert and what they
learned. Ask students to sketch a few design ideas on scratch paper.
Then have them create their final rendition! Provide opportunity for
peer response and ask students to consider the following:

» What elements did you include in your design and why?

* Are there other elements that you considered but did not use?
» Why did you use the colors you chose?

» Why should the group choose your design?

» What does your design share about the musicians’ music or culture?

_
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Connecting to Music
OBJECTIVE

To research an element of mariachi music or culture.

OPTION 1: MEET THE INSTRUMENT

Students will break into groups and research one of the instruments played by
mariachi groups and report their findings to the class. Assign each small group a
different instrument from the list and invite them to research.

OPTION 2: MEET THE MUSICIAN

Students will research one of the artists Mariachi Herencia de México pays homage
to on the Herederos album, including Juan Gabriel, Rocio Durcal, Frank Sinatra,
Héctor Lavoe, Cuco Sanchez, among other artists and composers.

PRESENTING THE RESEARCH

Students may present their research to the class. Have students report their
findings in a format of their choice (google slideshow or essay). If students found
audio clips of their instrument being played, or music by the selected artists, allow
them to share these with the class as part of their report.

HEREDEROS
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Juan Gabriel Rocio Dircal frank Sinatra Héctor Lavoe Cuco Sanchez
Singer & Composer Singer Singer Singer Singer & Composer
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Connecting to Language Arts

OBJECTIVE

Using the album Herederos by Mariachi Herencia de México as inspiration, students will write their
own lyrics to a song or poem about their neighborhood, tierra, or place in the world.

ACTIVITY

Part of the mariachi tradition is in telling stories from life. Stories can be about love or lost love, a
hometown, nature, or missing a place or someone special. Have students consider where they find
“‘home.” Is it the place where they currently live with their family, or somewhere far away? Is “home”
a neighborhood, a city, a country or a place that only happens when people gather together?

Have students complete a 5 minute-free-writing using their 5 senses. How does home feel, taste,
smell, look, and sound? Encourage them to be as detailed as possible, drawing on personal
experiences and emotions to enrich their writing.

After free-writing, have them review their list to consider what might work well in their song or
poem. They might find it useful to use a format of repeating:

My home feels like . . .

My home looks like . . . etc.
More experienced writers may choose to find a format that works for them. Have them share their
work about home with the class, in small groups, or through a performance.

_
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Connecting to Self

Members of Mariachi Herencia de México live in Chicago and many
members of the group have Mexican heritage. Heritage means a
tradition or something that is passed down from one generation to
another. Mariachi music is a rich tradition shared and celebrated
across generations, reflecting the diverse experiences of those who
participate in it.

OBJECTIVE

Students will explore a traditional practice from their family or
community and write a brief explanation of its origin and how they
have experienced it in practice.

Note: There is an inherent challenge in celebrating heritage, as it
involves finding the balance between honoring tradition and
embracing the diverse ways in which students connect with different
aspects of their identities. Providing students with the opportunity to
share their personal, familial, religious, ethnic, geographic, or
cultural backgrounds not only honors their individual origins but also
highlights their contributions to the classroom, school, and broader
community. It's essential to offer multiple contexts for engagement. If
some students find it easier to connect with community or school
culture rather than their familial heritage, this may provide a helpful
entry point into the topic!

ACTIVITY
Students Discussion: We all have traditions within our families and communities. For instance, some
families gather to enjoy specific foods each year to celebrate a holiday, while other communities may
come together to dance or sing. Elements such as the music your family enjoys, the clothing you wear,
and the language you speak can all be integral parts of your heritage.

Give students time to jot down and brainstorm some possibilities. Discuss in small groups for feedback
and narrow down their list to one or two ideas.

* Interview a family or community member about how a tradition began or how it has changed.

* Try to imagine explaining the tradition to someone who has never heard of it before. What details might
feel familiar and ordinary to you but could be intriguing to others? Aim to narrate the story of celebrating
the tradition from beginning to end—including all the details you can recall.

* Look up the history of the tradition on www.kiddle.co. Remind students that the more specific you can
be, the better! For example, searching for “History of Easter Egg Hunt” yields better results than simply
searching for “Easter” or “Easter Egg Hunt.”

Compile research findings into Google Slides, with one slide for each student, or have each student
create a poster about their heritage practice that can be displayed or collected into a class book.

16
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WEBSITES

Official Website

https://www.mariachiherenciademexico.com/

Official Youtube Channel https://www.youtube.com/@MariachiHerenciaMex
Herederos CD

https://Ink.to/Herederos

BOOKS

Mariachi by Patricia Greathouse
https://www.amazon.com/Mariachi-Patricia-Greathouse/dp/1423602811
Canta, Mariachi, Canta by Jose Hernandez
https://www.amazon.com/Canta-mariachi-canta-Traditional.../dp/1495062406
Mariachi Music In America by Daniel Sheehy
https://www.amazon.com/Mariachi-Music-America-Experiencing-
Expressing/dp/0195141466

The Mariachi by Elena Castro, Barbara M. Flores, Eddie Hernandez
https://www.leeandlow.com/books/the-mariachi/teachers _guide

MOVIES
Coco
The Book of Life

*Study Guide provided by Mariachi Herencia de México
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Angels In The Wings

Angels in the Wings support the Children’s Education Program of Performing Arts Forth Worth at the Nancy Lee and Perry R. Bass
Performance Hall with gifts of $1,000 and above. The Children’s Education Program is an integral part of Bass Performance Hall but
maintains its own support independent of Performing Arts Fort Worth. Each year, 70,000 students from Fort Worth ISD and North
Texas experience high-quality curriculum-related performing arts programs at Bass Performance Hall that are free of charge to all
participants because of the generosity of our Angels in the Wings. Visit www.basshall.com or call (817) 212-4311 for more information.

ENDOWMENT FUND FOR THE
CHILDREN’S EDUCATION
PROGRAM

Alice L. Walton Foundation

Judy & Paul E.* Andrews, Jr.

Anne T. & Robert M. Bass

The Burnett Foundation

Edward Perry Bass Foundation

Estate of Louise Hutcheson Terry Canafax
Bayard H.* and Cornelia C.* Friedman
Barney Lipscomb

Nancy Lee Bass Memorial Fund

Patricia H. Schutts Fund

Rozanne and Billy Rosenthal

Schollmaier Foundation

Southwestern Exposition and Livestock Show

SPONSORS FOR THE CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION PROGRAM

Anonymous

The Kleinheinz Family Foundation for the Arts and
Education

Leo Potishman Foundation
Red Oak Foundation
Sid W. Richardson Foundation

Amon G. Carter Foundation
Arts Fort Worth
City of Fort Worth

Anonymous

A.M. Pate Jr. Charitable Trust, Bank of America, N.A.,
Trustee

Alcon Foundation

Ann L. & Carol Green Rhodes Charitable Trust, Bank of
America, N.A., Co-Trustee

Rebecca Brumley
Garvey Texas Foundation

Bonnie L. Gary*
The Lowe Foundation
Mary Potishman Lard Trust

Matthew and Lisa Rose Foundation | Mr. Matthew and
Mrs. Lisa Rose
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The Rea Charitable Trust, Comerica Bank & Trust,
Trustee

The Rees Family

Sodexo

T.J. Brown & C.A. Lupton Foundation
Renee and Michael Yackira

Anonymous
Elaine and Neils Agather

Dione Kennedy and Daniel Hagwood Teresa and Luther
King | Luther King Capital Management

Priscilla Martin
Stacie and David McDavid

North Texas Giving Day Fund of Communities
Foundation of Texas

Once Upon a Time ...

Performing Arts Fort Worth, Inc.

Jean Roach

Rozanne and Billy Rosenthal

Audrey Tackett

Texas Commission on the Arts

Thomas M., Helen McKee & John P. Ryan Foundation
Diane Zubalsky

Ben E. Keith Foods

Toni and Bill Boecker

Douglas and Anne Marie Bratton
Central Market | H-E-B

Drs. Michael P. and Wendy R. Collini
The Dawson Family

Fred and Cheryl Moore Charitable Fund at the North
Texas Community Foundation

Nancy L. Hallman

Dana and Dee Kelly, Jr.
Tiffany and Jests Payan
Qurumbli Fund

Julie and Joel Sawyer
Elena and Thomas Yorio
Thomas Bates

Bobb Beauchamp
Marjorie Black

Kathy and Mike Bowman
Cathy L. Brandon

Krecia, Dave and Taylor Brenden, Kyle and Mary
Thompson, and Keri Thompson

Dr. Jennifer Giddings Brooks and Commissioner
Roy C. Brooks

Marilyn and Eddie Broussard

Jerry and Lucy Brown

Carlo and Dr. Rachael C. Capua

John and Nanny Holland

Christie Jocelyn Citty

Kelly and Gerry Cumpiano

Kim and Glenn Darden

Deck the Hall

Domino’s Pizza

Kathy and Andrew DuBose

Alicia and Martin Duran

Amanda Ellis and Kevin Smith

Lily & Bobby English | English Family Giving Fund

Glenn Farmer

Fash Foundation

Fifth Avenue Foundation

Helping Hands Charitable Fund

Gloria and Erich Holmsten

Arnold G. Jansen

Joe T. Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant

Happy Johns

Charlotte and Tom Laker

Paula and Robert M. Lansford

Dr. Patricia A. Linares

Angela and Ron Majerus

Letha Grace McCoy

Molyneaux Charitable Foundation

Mimi and Robert Nimocks

William Oglesby

Gary and Judy Spindor

Tarrant Construction Services

Wes and Shirley Turner

Paul and Jean Wei

Bucky and Joline Wharton
*Deceased

HELP SUPPORT THE CHILDREN’S EDUCATION PROGRAM?

DONATE NOW
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http://www.basshall.com/
https://www.basshall.com/quick-donate/
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